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hat is the connection between Pinchas—who[ Israel via a divinely Ensgired' lottery: and finally, the daily,
' eraiously avenged his God, bringing refief from a = Shabbos and festival sacrifices Which are associated with
plague of Divine anger-—and the other concepts which  joyfulness and cCeiebration. )

arise in Parshas Pinchas: The census «ch. 26), inheritanceof  The theme of cur Pargha is thus: The transformation
the Land of lsrael ich. 2, and 1he festive sacrifices (ch. 280 of the Jewish people from spiritual deprivation 1o

bzg,; Surely, the name of the Parsha should virtuousngs. :
entire con arsha, and not just its beginning? )o It is no comcidence therefore that Parshas Pinchas is

Furthermare, what is the connection between Parshas  always read at the outset of the Three Weeks, for reading
Pirichas.and the time of year when it is read—during, or  this' Parsha empowers us to transform these three Bleak
immediatety preceding the Three Weeks of mourning for  weeks of Jewish history into “days_of feasting _and

[( the destruction of the Temple? gf rejoicing,” with the fije and complete redemption

ur Sages taught that Pinchas possessed the soul of  (Rambam. end of Laws of Fast Days).
O Eliyahu, the prophet who announces the true and Practically speaking, Pinchas has set an example for all
complete Redemption (vafkut Shimoni, Pinchas par. 771; Zohar of us, showing how to bring about this transformation.
190b). It is thus not surprising that, with his rightecus  Namely, that whenever it is possible to further the moral
indignation and passionate vengeance, Pinchas achieved[ or spiritual standing of others, one should not stand back

worship of Ba'al Pe’or) and national emergency (the moment without hesitation.,

plague), to one of Divine satisfaction. And just as God granted Pinchas the soul of Eliyahu to
' This Divine satisfaction manifested itsetf in a number m_;&am, out his mission, likewise, God will infuse every one

ways;_The census, which was an expression of God's ~ of ys with the necessary spirit to transform our current

affection for ewish people—“Because they are .yl 10 a state of redemption. It is our job, however, to

precious to Him, He counts them all the time” (ashi o gajvanize that spirit into action.

’\0 a somewhat messianic transformati ! e _Fand ponder, “Surely there are greater people than myself
of his fime, TORT a situation of spiritual deprivation (the  for this task!” Rather, like Pinchas, one gmust rise to the

0 i i f th ne of
gamidbar 1:1); the permanent inheritance of the Land of (Based on Sichas Shabbos Parshas Pinchas 5749;

tikutei Sichos val. 2, pp. 3424)
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